FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – February 8, 2008
contact: Lori Jacobs 757.594.7961
lori.jacobs@cnu.edu
Christopher Newport University’s Ferguson Center for the Arts and the City of Newport News

present

The 11th Annual Ella Fitzgerald Music Festival

Saturday, April 19 through Friday, April 25
featuring

The Dave Brubeck Quartet  
with special opening performance by the Jae Sinnett Trio

Bio Ritmo 

The Kenny Garrett Quartet & New York Voices with CNU Jazz Ensembles
Legends of Jazz: The Ramsey Lewis Trio, Fourplay & Paquito D'Rivera  

Ella’s Birthday Celebration: Al Jarreau, Cassandra Wilson & the Cindy Blackman Quartet 
(Newport News) –CNU’s Ferguson Center for the Arts is pleased to announce its 11th Annual Ella Fitzgerald Music Festival, running Saturday, April 19 through Friday, April 25.  Celebrating the life and legacy of Newport News’ own Ella Fitzgerald, this season’s line-up features an array of jazz luminaries intended to give the festival international appeal.  

 “We are extremely proud of the fact we continue to expand the Ella Fitzgerald Music Festival. As the festival has matured, it has attracted audiences from around the world,” said Bill Biddle, Ferguson Center’s Executive Director. “It’s the perfect way for Newport News to pay tribute to a favorite daughter- the most popular jazz singer in the world for more than a half-century. We look forward to welcoming the biggest and brightest stars in jazz in celebration of Ella’s legacy during this week-long celebration.” 
TICKET INFORMATION 

Festival passes are currently available for purchase at $120.00 for all five shows by visiting the Ferguson Center Ticket Office.  For more information call 757.594.8752.  
Single tickets will be available for purchase on Monday, March 3 at 10:00 a.m. at the Ferguson Center Ticket Office, www.ticketmaster.com and at all Ticketmaster outlets.

PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE & PRICING
The Dave Brubeck Quartet 
with special opening performance by the Jae Sinnett Trio

Saturday, April 19, 2008 at 7:30 PM

Ferguson Center Concert Hall 

Tickets: $37, $42, $47; CNU students: $5; other students $15  
Post Show Latin Dance Party with Bio Ritmo

10:00 PM - Music & Theatre Hall Lobby

Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award winner Dave Brubeck is a member of that charmed circle of improvising artists whose popularity is commensurate with his musical accomplishments. The first jazz figure ever to make the cover of Time Magazine, Brubeck has for nearly half a century been a major figure as pianist, composer, and leader of perhaps the most widely known and well-traveled quartet in the history of jazz.  
Drummer and composer Jae Sinnett has performed with some of the biggest names in jazz, including Joe Henderson, Freddie Hubbard and Chuck Mangione. Sinnett has nine recordings out as a leader, and is in his 18th year as jazz producer and host for NPR affiliate, 89.5 WHRV-FM. 

Bio Ritmo

Sunday, April 20, 2008 at 3:00 PM

Music & Theatre Hall
Tickets: All seats $30; CNU students: $5; other students $15  
Hailing from Richmond, Virginia, Bio Ritmo a.k.a. “the Salsa Machine” writes and performs songs using essential elements from the 1970’s, the golden age of salsa. The group's music respects traditional styles while embracing the concept of artistic exploration that once gave salsa its strength. With the chemistry that comes from 15 years of performing experience, these nine musicians present a raucous fusion of Afro-Cuban beats, Brazilian samba, and classic jazz harmonies spiced with electronica, explosive brass, and improvised jam sessions. 
Kenny Garrett Quartet & New York Voices with the CNU Jazz Ensembles 

Wednesday, April 23, 2008 at 7:30 PM
Ferguson Center Music & Theatre Hall 
Tickets: All seats $27; CNU students: $5; other students $15

Kenny Garrett is the one of the most consistently scintillating and inspiring saxophone force in the genre. The multi-Grammy nominee delivers galvanizing and forceful work, digging deeper into composing while bringing vibrancy to his performances.  Garrett’s music is roll up your sleeves, hard bop blowing of rippling melodic songs.

Formed in 1987, New York Voices is the Grammy Award winning vocal ensemble renowned for their excellence in jazz and the art of group singing. Like the great groups that have come before, such as Manhattan Transfer and Take 6, they have learned from the best and taken the art form to new levels. Their interests are rooted in jazz, but often Brazilian, R&B, classical, and pop influences are included.  
Lead by CNU Professor Bill Brown and Dr. Lauren Fowler, the Kenny Garrett Quartet and New York Voices will be joined on stage by Christopher Newport University’s award-winning Jazz Ensembles.
Legends of Jazz with the Ramsey Lewis Trio, Fourplay & Paquito D’Rivera

Thursday, April 24, 2008 at 7:30 PM

Ferguson Center Concert Hall
Tickets: $23, $33, $43; CNU students: $5; other students $15

Grammy Award-winning composer and pianist Ramsey Lewis has been referred to as “the great performer,” a title reflecting his performance style and musical selections which display his early gospel playing and classical training along with his love of jazz.  In addition to recording albums and performing live, Mr. Lewis hosts the nationally-syndicated radio program “The Ramsey Lewis Morning Show” and the syndicated “Legends of Jazz with Ramsey Lewis,” a two-hour radio program which airs in over 75 cities throughout the U.S. In 2006, Lewis became the host of the television series, Legends of Jazz, which aired on PBS stations nationwide. The series marked the return of jazz to network television for the first time in more than 40 years.   AARP is the official presenter of the national Legends of Jazz tour.
Fifteen years ago Grammy nominated Fourplay launched the smooth jazz movement with a debut album that shot straight to the top of the Contemporary Jazz charts. They continue to wow audiences with music bordering on jazz with strong improvisations mixed with pop and R&B.  Members include Grammy winning pianist Bob James, Nathan East, voted the Most Valuable Player in the bass category at the International Rock Awards, Grammy award winning guitarist Larry Carlton and one of the most in demand and most recorded session drummers of all time, Grammy nominee Harvey Mason .  
Perhaps the most successful Cuban artist to soar to jazz glory in the U.S., reeds player Paquito D’Rivera has won eight Grammy Awards, become a marquee performing artist around the world and is a National Endowment for the Arts Jazz Master.  JazzTimes has written that D’Rivera is “one of the premier reeds stylists of the last 30 years.” 

Ella’s Birthday Celebration with Al Jarreau, Cassandra Wilson 
& the Cindy Blackman Quartet

Friday, April 25, 2008 at 7:30 PM

Ferguson Center Concert Hall
Tickets: $37, $42, $47; CNU students: $5; other students $15

Al Jarreau's unique vocal style is one of the world's most precious treasures. His innovative musical expressions have made him one of the most exciting and critically-acclaimed performers of our time with five Grammy Awards, scores of international music awards and popular accolades worldwide. 
Cassandra Wilson’s mix of smoky, knowing vocals and expansive, lush music is transfixing.  Her record of standards, Blue Skies (1988), was named jazz album of the year by Billboard Magazine.  Supremely innovative and comfortable, she easily masters the realms of jazz, funk, rap and blues. 
One of the most powerful and creative drummers on the scene, Cindy Blackman has upheld the backbeat and created texture for a veritable Who’s Who in jazz: Joe Henderson, Sam Rivers, Cassandra Wilson, Angela Bofill, Joss Stone, Bill Laswell…the list goes on.  Her rising star has been seen by millions of people all over the world performing with her own group as well as providing the percussive backbone for retro funk rocker Lenny Kravitz. 

The Ella Fitzgerald Music Festival began in 1998 when the City of Newport News and CNU joined forces to create an event that honored the life and legacy of jazz icon and Newport News native, Ella Fitzgerald.   The intent - to celebrate Ella through live performances and educational outreach including master-classes, lectures and demonstrations by visiting artists.  Each year the Festival presents headliners and jazz legends, inviting local schools to participate in a variety of educational and outreach initiatives. Details to be announced in March.
Christopher Newport University is a four-year public university in Newport News, Virginia. CNU enrolls nearly 5,000 students through its College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the School of Business. CNU’s faculty and staff of nearly 1,000 focus on ‘students first,’ outstanding teaching, access and opportunity, and liberal learning. CNU is committed to leadership in the community and the Commonwealth. Visit us at http://www.cnu.edu.  The Ferguson Center for the Arts is the nonprofit performing arts facility of Christopher Newport University.  www.fergusoncenter.org.
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